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Mission as Holistic Ministry: Developing a Congregational Ethos of
Community Engagement
Steve deClaissé-Walford (2008)
A holistic ministry church takes the call to “go into all the world” literally
and interprets “preaching” the gospel as living the gospel – practically
being the good news to those in need. Holistic congregations are deeply
involved in their communities, especially among those marginalized by
society – the poor, the hungry, the homeless, those subject to injustices,
and those enslaved to addiction. As a result, these congregations have
questions: What is the nature of contemporary society, and why is it not as “religious” as it
used to be? What do people mean when they say they are “spiritual” but not “religious”?
How does a congregation begin holistic ministry and what opportunities does it provide?
Mission as Holistic Ministry explores these and many other questions and offers specific
guidance for churches who wish to develop a holistic ministry.

Faith-Based Organizations in Transnational Peacebuilding
Tanya Schwarz (2018)
How do faith-based organizations influence the work of transnational
peacebuilding, development, and human rights advocacy? How is the
political role of such organizations informed by their religious ideas and
practices? This book investigates this set of questions by examining how
three transnational faith-based organizations-Religions for Peace, the
Taize Community, and International Justice Mission-conceptualize their
own religious practices, values, and identities, and how those acts and
ideas inform their political goals and strategies. The book demonstrates the political
importance of prayer in the work of transnational faith-based organizations, specifically in
areas of conflict resolution, post-conflict integration, agenda setting, and in constituting
narratives about justice and reconciliation. It also evaluates the distinctive strategies that
faith-based organizations employ to navigate religious difference. A central goal of the book
is to propose a new way to study "religion" in international politics, by actively questioning
and reflecting on what it means for an act, idea, or community to be "religious.".

Faith-Based Development: How Christian Organizations Can Make a
Difference
Bob Mitchell (2017)
International development work is a largely secular discipline that
distances itself from faith concerns; even many faith-based groups seem
to go out of their way to minimise the relationship between their religious
convictions and their work. Secular groups often see faith-based
agencies as “irritating marginal players” in the global development scene.
But what if much of the value of these groups is exactly the result of that
sense of religious mission? Mitchell posits that, contrary to popular perception, church

organisations have long been major players in international development work, and that
many of these organisations do take the relationship between their work and the faith that
underpins it very seriously. Instead of apologising for their faith roots and expression, they
should celebrate them―and recognise the value they bring to every development enterprise,
secular or not.

Breakdown in Pakistan: How Aid is Eroding Institutions for
Collective Action
Masooda Bano (2012)
Thirty percent of foreign development aid is channeled through NGOs or
community-based organizations to improve service delivery to the poor,
build social capital, and establish democracy in developing nations.
However, growing evidence suggests that aid often erodes, rather than
promotes, cooperation within developing nations. This book presents a
rare, micro level account of the complex decision-making processes that
bring individuals together to form collective-action platforms. It then examines why aid often
breaks down the very institutions for collective action that it aims to promote. Breakdown in
Pakistan identifies concrete measures to check the erosion of cooperation in foreign aid
scenarios. Pakistan is one of the largest recipients of international development aid, and
therefore the empirical details presented are particularly relevant for policy. The book's
argument is equally applicable to a number of other developing countries, and has important
implications for recent discussions within the field of economics.

The Church as Movement: Starting and Sustaining MissionalIncarnational Communities
J R Woodward and Don White Jr. (2016)
Public gatherings are vital for movement, but too often in our approach
to planting churches, we haven't paid enough attention to the difficult
grassroots work of movement: discipleship, community formation, and
mission. This book will help you start missional-incarnational
communities in a way that reflects the viral movement of the early New
Testament church. JR Woodward (author ofCreating a Missional
Culture) and Dan White Jr. (author of Subterranean) have trained church planters all over
North America to create movemental churches that are rooted in the neighborhood, based
on eight necessary competencies: Movement IntelligencePolycentric LeadershipBeing
DisciplesMaking DisciplesMissional TheologyEcclesial ArchitectureCommunity
FormationIncarnational Practices The book features an interactive format with tools,
exercises, and reflection questions and activities. It's ideal for church planting teams or
discipleship groups to use together. It's not enough to understand why the church needs
more missional and incarnational congregationsThe Church as Movement will also show you
how to make disciples that make disciples. This is the engine that drives the church as
movement, so that everyday Christians can be present in the world to join God's mission in
the way of Jesus.

Community Development in Action: Putting Freire into Practice
Margaret Ledwith (2016)
In a world in which social divisions are widening not lessening, it is
essential for community development, or any other practice committed
to social justice and sustainability, to understand how power works at
every level, from grassroots projects to movements for change. This
exciting and practical book is filled to the brim with useful ideas for busy
practitioners. Building on the work of Paulo Freire, theories are
presented in interesting and straightforward ways to provide an
everyday reference for practice. Contained in these pages is all you need to give your
practice a critical edge!

The Short Guide to Community Development
Alison Gilchrist and Marilyn Taylor (2016)
Interest in the topic of community and how local communities can be
supported to take control of their lives, services and environment
continues to ride high on the public agenda in many parts of the world.
Now in its second edition, this invaluable guide provides an introduction
to community development, its origins and the different forms it takes. It
has been updated to reflect developments in policy and practice, as well
as recent debates about the changing nature of community development
itself. Crucially, it explores how community development can be applied in different policy
areas, examines trends and the challenges it faces. Accessibly written, this is essential
reading for students studying a degree or taking a module in this field, as well as those
already involved in community development and community organising.

Community Development: A Critical Approach
Margaret Ledwith (2011)
Community development finds itself in times of unprecedented political,
social and economic change, locally and globally, at the same time as
divisions between poverty and privilege widen. Building practical
approaches to theory and theoretical approaches to practice, this
updated and expanded second edition of a bestselling text develops
critiques of the changing context and identifies challenges faced by
community development both at community level and as a collective
force for a more just, equal and sustainable future. Featuring a range of different models of
community development and illustrative stories from practitioners in the field, the new edition
will be essential reading for practitioners, students and educators involved in community
development, youth and community work, social work, health and education.

Class, Inequality and Community Development
Mae Shaw and Marjorie Mayo (2016)
This book, the second title in the Rethinking Community Development
series, starts from concern about increasing inequality worldwide and the
re-emergence of community development in public policy debates. It
argues for the centrality of class analysis and its associated divisions of
power to any discussion of the potential benefits of community
development. It proposes that, without such an analysis, community
development can simply mask the underlying causes of structural
inequality. It may even exacerbate divisions between groups competing for dwindling public
resources in the context of neoliberal globalisation. Reflecting on their own contexts, a wide
range of contributors from across the global north and south explore how an understanding
of social class can offer ways forward in the face of increasing social polarisation. The book
considers class as a dynamic and contested concept and examines its application in policies
and practices past and present. These include local/global and rural/urban alliances,
community organising, ecology, gender and education.

Blueprint for Revolution: How to Use Rice Pudding, Lego Men, and
Other Non-violent Techniques to Galvanise Communities, Overthrow
Dictators, or Simply Change the World
Srdja Popovic (2015)
In 2000, too-cool-to-care Belgrade rock kid Srdja Popovic found himself at
the centre of a movement which was about to change the world.
Popovic was one of the unexpected leaders of the student movement
Otpor! that overthrew dictator Slobodan Milosevic and established democracy in Serbia ―
all by avoiding violence and opting for something far more powerful: a sense of humour. In
this inspiring and entertaining guide for would-be activists, he tells his story and those of
other ‘ordinary revolutionaries’ who have created real social change using non-violent
techniques.
Now the director of an organisation that helps to train pro-democracy activists, Popovic has
worked with some of the most significant movements of our times, including the architects of
the Arab Spring. Through examples such as a protest of Lego men in Siberia (when fleshand-blood people would have been shot), and a boycott of cottage cheese in Israel to
challenge price inflation, Popovic tells stories of the true and sometimes ingeniously clever
ways in which non-violent resistance has achieved its means.
From Occupy Wall Street to Tahrir Square, and from Nelson Mandela to Harvey Milk, the
tales Popovic tells are hilarious, accessible, inspiring, at times outrageous, and always about
ordinary people achieving extraordinary things.

Receiving Them Well: A Guide on How to Support Your Loved One
Returning from Humanitarian Aid or Missionary Work
Lisa Ennis and Lori Bryan (2017)
Ever wonder how in the world you were going to support your friend or
family member returning from Humanitarian Aid or Missions work? Well
this is the book for you! Simple and easy to understand, this book offers
advice on ways in which you can provide support that will benefit you
both. We sincerely want to help you to be able to receive them well by
offering personal stories, useful questions, practical advice and
foundational knowledge. So, take a look and we know this book will be beneficial to both you
and your loved one.

Why are There Differences in the Gospels? What we can Learn from
Ancient Biography
Michael R. Licona and Craig A. Evans (2017)
Anyone who reads the Gospels carefully will notice that there are
differences in the manner in which they report the same events. These
differences have led many conservative Christians to resort to
harmonization efforts that are often quite strained, sometimes to the point
of absurdity. Many people have concluded the Gospels are hopelessly
contradictory and, therefore, historically unreliable accounts of Jesus.
The majority of New Testament scholars now hold that most if not all of the Gospels belong
to the genre of Greco-Roman biography and that this genre permitted some flexibility in the
manner that historical events were narrated. However, few scholars provide a robust
discussion on how this plays out in Gospel pericopes (self-contained passages).
Why Are There Differences in the Gospels? provides a fresh approach to the matter by
examining the works of Plutarch, a Greek essayist who lived in the first and second centuries
CE. Michael R. Licona discovers three-dozen pericopes narrated two or more times in
Plutarch's Lives, identifies differences between the accounts, and views these differences in
light of compositional devices acknowledged by classical scholars to have been commonly
employed by ancient authors. The book then uses the same approach with nineteen
pericopes narrated in two or more Gospels to demonstrate that the major differences found
in them likely result from the same compositional devices employed by Plutarch.
By suggesting that both the strained harmonizations and the hasty dismissals of the Gospels
as reliable accounts are misguided, Licona invites readers to view the Gospels in light of
their biographical genre in order to gain a clearer understanding of why the differences are
present.

The Anthropology of Development and Globalization: A Reader
Marc Edelman and Angelique Haugerud (2005)
The Anthropology of Development and Globalization is a collection of
readings that provides an unprecedented overview of this field that
ranges from the field's classical origins to today's debates about the
"magic" of the free market. * Explores the foundations of the

anthropology of development, a field newly animated by theories of globalization and
transnationalism * Framed by an encyclopedic introduction that will prove indispensable to
students and experts alike * Includes readings ranging from Weber and Marx and Engels to
contemporary works on the politics of development knowledge, consumption, environment,
gender, international NGO networks, the IMF, campaigns to reform the World Bank, the
collapse of socialism, and the limits of "post-developmentalism" * Fills a crucial gap in the
literature by mingling historical, cultural, political, and economic perspectives on
development and globalization * Present a wide range of theoretical approaches and topics

Growth and Decline in the Anglican Communion: 1980 to the
Present
David Goodhew (2017)
The Anglican Communion is one of the largest Christian denominations
in the world. Growth and Decline in the Anglican Communion is the first
study of its dramatic growth and decline in the years since 1980. An
international team of leading researchers based across five continents
provides a global overview of Anglicanism alongside twelve detailed case
studies. The case studies stretch from Singapore to England, Nigeria to
the USA and mostly focus on non-western Anglicanism. This book is a critical resource for
students and scholars seeking an understanding of the past, present and future of the
Anglican Church. More broadly, the study offers insight into debates surrounding
secularisation in the contemporary world.

Reaching the Nations: How to Identify, Prepare and Support Local
Church Members to Become Cross-cultural Servants
Mike Frisby (2017)
From its earliest days the Christian church has always engaged in crosscultural mission, taking the good news of Jesus Christ to every nation and
people group.
It remains an important task to equip & train those called to serve God in
another culture, language or country. Dealing with issues of calling,
character and competency Mike Frisby offers practical and wise advice for the local church.
Reaching the Nations will help local church leadership in identifying, recruiting, equipping,
sending & supporting those called to cross-cultural mission.

Mission Strategy in the City: Cultivation of Inter-ethnic Common
Grounds
Enoch Jinsik Kim (2017)
This book was written to suggest an appropriate mission strategy by
identifying key issues that impact urban ethnicities through an urban
socioanthropological lens. This book is based on the author's sixteen
years of living in China, where he conducted missionary work in urban

areas. The book discusses the author's interactions with enclaves of ethnic minorities who
had recently arrived in the city after migrating from rural areas. The minorities' struggles to
balance cultural assimilation and tradition preservation are highlighted throughout. The book
explains that similar phenomena occur within Korean American communities in Los Angeles
as well. Based on these observations, the author states that immigrants in many cities face
similar social issues and find similar resolutions to them. Though there are many negative
aspects to urban areas, readers will see some positive features of cities that can contribute
to effective evangelism. The book highlights three main points: (1) Ethnic urban dwellers
evolve into many more diverse ways than commonly thought. (2) Ethnic groups are actively
choosing the future of their community types. (3) Modern cities create many new
communication channels interethnically and also across social strata within ethnicities.

Ecclesiology for a Global Church: A People Called and Sent
Richard R. Gaillardetz (2008)
In Ecclesiology for a Global Church, Richard Gaillardetz provides a
creative and comprehensive examination of the church, both
theologically and in its global context. Gaillardetz brilliantly captures the
dynamics of the church today, both in theological terms (as a people
called by Jesus and sent into the whole world), and in social terms (at the
juncture in history when Christianity has become a world religion and the
church has become a world church). In seven magisterial chapters,
Gaillardetz confirms the truth of the saying by the Venerable Bede: "Every day the church
gives birth to the church." Integrating traditional ecclesiologies of the North with emerging
insights from Latin America, Africa, Oceania, and Asia, Gaillardetz helps us understand what
happens when the church takes cues not just from Scripture and Tradition, but also from
women, Asian and African religions, and the challenge of promoting justice and peace in the
face of globalisation and the environmental crisis.

An Introduction to Community Development
Rhonda Phillips (2009)
Comprehensive and practical, this textbook enables students to
connect academic study and professional know-how, and
demonstrates how to best plan the rebuilding, revitalization and
development of communities utilizing a wide variety of economic and
strategic tools. Features include; chapter outlines, text boxes, key
words and references.

Cultural Insights for Christian Leaders: New Directions for
Organizations Serving God’s Mission
Douglas McConnell (2018)
This volume helps leaders and leaders-in-training become students of
culture who can then contextualize what they learn for their own
organizational settings. Douglas McConnell, a respected leader in the
worlds of missiology and higher education, enables readers to

understand intercultural dynamics so they can shape their organizational cultures and lead
their organizations in a missional direction. This is the latest volume in an award-winning
series emphasizing mission as partnership with Christians around the globe.

Beyond the Spirit of the Empire
Nestor Miguez, Joerg Rieger and Jung Mo Sung (2009)
In Beyond the Spirit of Empire, the authors analyze the global empire not
only in its political and economic dimensions, but also in its symbolic
constructions of power and in its general assumptions often taken for
granted. How does empire mould human subjectivity, for instance, and
how does it affect the understanding of humans within the whole of
creation? What are the religious dimensions of empire, its claims to
divine attributes like omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, eternity,
and what about its alleged exclusiveness and pervasiveness that destroys human life and
freedom, which turns politics into a banal matter? The authors propose to look beyond
empire to the possibility of politics and freedom, to the recovery of the notion of people, to
the importance of ongoing concern for the oppressed and excluded, and to a messianic faith
that allows us to live in anticipation, though ambiguously, of the promise of new times to
come.

Towards a Truly Catholic Church: An Ecclesiology for the Third
Millennium
Thomas P. Rausch (2005)
How should we understand church? Is it visible or invisible, one or many,
local or universal, hierarchical or congregational in its structure,
sacramental or biblical in its expression? Different Christians, - whether
Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, or Evangelical - tend to approach these
foundational questions through the lenses of their own histories and
traditions. Some place great weight on the Church's christological
foundations, and thus on history. Others place more emphasis on the dynamic work of the
Spirit, with its capacity to introduce the new and the unexpected. Others see an original
diversity of ecclesiologies, grounding a contemporary pluralism of confessions. These lenses
color not just how Christians see the church today, but also how they imagine it for
tomorrow. In Towards a Truly Catholic Church, Thomas Rausch draws on these different
voices to develop a theology for the church that builds on the work of Vatican II, is
ecumenical in its approach, and envisions the church in the context of globalization. In an
increasingly interconnected world, Rausch offers hope that tomorrow's church will be a world
church, a communion of churches that reconciles unity in diversity, a truly Catholic

Politics, Power and Community Development
Rosie Meade, Mae Shaw and Sarah Banks (2016)
An exploration of how contemporary politics, and the power relations it
reflects and projects, is shaping the field of community development
today. The book presents unique and critical reflections on policy and
practice in Taiwan, Australia, India, South Africa, Burundi, Germany, the
USA, Ireland, Malawi, Ecuadorian and Peruvian Amazonia and the UK. It
addresses the global dominance of neoliberalism, and the extent to
which practitioners, activists and programmes can challenge, critique,
engage with or resist its influence.

Beyond Sunni and Shia: The Roots of Sectarianism in a Changing
Middle East
Frederic Wehrey (2017)
This collection seeks to advance our understanding of intra-Islamic
identity conflict during a period of upheaval in the Middle East. Instead of
treating distinctions between and within Sunni and Shia Islam as
primordial and immutable, it examines how political economy, geopolitics,
domestic governance, social media, non- and sub-state groups, and
clerical elites have affected the transformation and diffusion of sectarian
identities. Particular attention is paid to how conflicts over distribution of political and
economic power have taken on a sectarian quality, and how a variety of actors have
instrumentalised sectarianism. The volume, covering Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and
the Gulf, Iran, and Egypt, includes contributors from a broad array of disciplines including
political science, history, sociology, and Islamic studies. Beyond Sunni and Shia draws on
extensive fieldwork and primary sources to offer insights that are empirically rich and
theoretically grounded, but also accessible for policy audiences and the informed public.

GlobalChurch: Reshaping Our Conversations, Renewing Our
Mission, Revitalizing Our Churches
Graham Hill (2016)
Christianity seems to be in decline in the West. But many churches in
Asia, Africa, Latin America and other parts of the Majority World are
growing rapidly. Western Christianity can no longer claim to be the
center of the global church. Before long, two-thirds of Christians will live
in Asia, Africa and Latin America. What does this mean for global
Christian mission? What does it mean for worship, theology, faith and
evangelism in the West? InGlobalChurch, Graham Hill engages with more than one hundred
high-profile Majority World Christian leaders to find out what they can teach the West about
mission, leadership, hospitality, creation care, education, worship and more. He challenges
the Western church to move away from a Eurocentric and Americentric view of church and
mission, and he calls the church to construct global missional conversations. The future of
the global church--including the churches of the West--exists in these global exchanges.

Four Views on the Church’s Mission
Jason S. Sexton (2017)
This book articulates various evangelical views regarding the church's
mission and provides a healthy, vigorous, and gracious debate on this
controversial topic. In a helpful Counterpoints format, this volume
demonstrates the unique theological frameworks, doctrinal convictions,
and missiological conclusions that inform and distinguish the views:
Soteriological Mission: Jonathan Leeman Participatory Mission:
Christopher Wright Contextual Mission: John Franke Ecumenical-Political
Mission: Peter Leithart Each of the four contributors is to answer the same key questions
based on their biblical interpretations and theological convictions. What is your biblicaltheological framework for mission? How does your definition of mission inform your
understanding of the church's mission? How does the Mission of God and Kingdom of God
relate to the mission of the church? What is the gospel? How does your view on the gospel
inform the mission of the church? How do verbal proclamation of the gospel, discipleship,
corporate worship, caring for the poor, social justice, restoring shalom, developing culture,
and international missions fit into the church's mission? The interaction between the
contributors will help readers get a clearer picture of where the differences lie and why
different conclusions are drawn and provide a fresh starting point for discussion and debate
of the church's mission.

The Mestizo/a Community of the Spirit: A Postmodern Latino/a
Ecclesiology
Oscar Garcia-Johnson (2008)
This work models a creative exercise in ecclesiology based on a Latino/a
practical theology of the Spirit, which designs theological discourse
based on its encounter with the Spirit in human culture. Hence, it is a
theology appreciative of and attentive to the "multiple matrices and
intersections" of the Spirit with cultures. Garcia-Johnson offeres an
appreciative and critical analysis of the uses of culture among Latino/a
theologians, followed by the proposal for a postmodern Spirit-friendly cultural paradigm
based on the narratives of the cross and the Pentecost. He develops a practical theology for
a Latino/a postmodern ecclesiology based on three native Latino/a theological concepts:
mestizaje, accompaniment, and manana eschatology. The resulting ecclesial construct-The
Mestizo/a Community of Manana-reflects a transforming manana vision and models the
visible cruciform community in which the transforming praxis and historical transcendence of
the Christ-Spirit works from within. The work sets forth practical guidelines for
implementation of the ecclesial construct in the urban context of devastated communities
and offers suggestions for further development in Latino/a theology.

The Future Church: How Ten Trends are Revolutionizing the
Catholic church
John L. Allen Jr. (2009)
What will the Catholic Church be like in 100 years? Will there be a woman
pope? Will dioceses throughout the United States and the rest of the
world go bankrupt from years of scandal? In THE FUTURE CHURCH,
John L. Allen puts forth the ten trends he believes will transform the
Church into the twenty-second century. From the influence of Catholics in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America on doctrine and practices to the impact of
multinational organizations on local and ethical standards, Allen delves into the impact of
globalization on the Roman Catholic Church and argues that it must rethink fundamental
issues, policies, and ways of doing business. Allen shows that over the next century, the
Church will have to respond to changes within the institution itself and in the world as a
whole whether it is contending with biotechnical advances including cloning and genetic
enhancement the aging Catholic population, or expanding the roles of the laity.

The Blended Church: The Emergence of Multicultural Christianity
Dehner Maurer (2010)
There is a new move of God sweeping across this great country. America
is seeing a new face arise within the church. It's the emergence of the
multicultural church - a church that looks like heaven, from every tribe,
tongue, race and nation. It's the church of unified nations in Christ. It has
been prophesied about, dreamed of, preached on, and is now
manifesting. The multicultural church is our reply to racism and the
blueprint for reaching the nations. The multicultural church is the cry of
the Holy Spirit for America today. Our time is at hand to fulfill the great commission.

Technicolor: Inspiring Your Church to Embrace Multicultural
Ministry
Mark Hearn (2017)
By the year 2050, the United States will no longer have a majority ethnic
group.
The nation's population will be majority-minority. This future nationwide
reality has already been a present reality in several cities, including many
in the urban south, for nearly a decade. In a 2011 State of the City
Address, the mayor of pastor and author Mark Hearn's city said there were fifty-seven
languages spoken at the local high school.
Hearn left asking himself, How should our church respond?
In the years that have followed, a phenomenal transformation has taken place. This
transition has been chronicled in the Gwinnet Daily Post, the Christian Index, the Wall Street
Journal, LifeWay's Facts and Trends, and the Atlanta Magazine. Now, Hearn shares the life-

changing story through his own lens. By reading his firsthand experience of this transition as
a pastor, you too can be equipped to make the shift to church in technicolor.

How to Become a Multicultural Church
Douglas J. Brouwer (2017)
Many churches aspire to be more culturally diverse-but they find that they
have no idea how to approach that goal practically. This book addresses
that problem with ten ways churches can truly engage and welcome
other cultures.
In 2014 Douglas Brouwer, a seasoned American pastor, took on the
unique challenge of serving a multiethnic, multiracial, multicultural church
in one of Europe's largest cities. In this book Brouwer distills the lessons he has learned
from that experience into timely wisdom on issues every multicultural church faces, including
language barriers, theological differences, and cultural stereotypes. Honestly recounting his
own questions and challenges in multicultural ministry, Brouwer shows how churches
everywhere can adjust their attitudes and practices to embrace racial, ethnic, and cultural
diversity.

Intercultural Church: Bridge of Solidarity in the Migration Context
Agnes M. Brazal and Emmanuel S. de Guzman (2015)
This volume is among the first to reflect on the contemporary
phenomenon of migration from an ecclesiological perspective. It sets the
context of migration and cultural encounters within a global capitalist
economy. Expounding on the concept of interculturality through the use
of several theoretical frameworks, such as those of Stuart Hall and Pierre
Bourdieu, the authors locate cultural practices in the context of power. A.
M. Brazal and E. S. de Guzman describe and evaluate contemporary
metaphors for the church, and identify new ecclesiological models which have emerged in
response to various migration contexts. Intercultural Church: Bridge of Solidarity in the
Migration Context is proposed to imagine new directions for church in an ever-changing
society.

Many Colors: Cultural Intelligence for a Changing Church
Soong-Chan Rah (2010)
The United States is currently undergoing the most rapid demographic
shift in its history. By 2050, white Americans will no longer comprise a
majority of the population. Instead, they'll be the largest minority group in
a country made up entirely of minorities, followed by Hispanic Americans,
African Americans, and Asian Americans. Past shifts in America's
demographics always reshaped the county's religious landscape. This
shift will be no different. Soong-Chan Rah's book is intended to equip
evangelicals for ministry and outreach in our changing nation. Borrowing from the business

concept of "cultural intelligence," he explores how God's people can become more
multiculturally adept. From discussions about cultural and racial histories, to reviews of casestudy churches and Christian groups that are succeeding in bridging ethnic divides, Rah
provides a practical and hopeful guidebook for Christians wanting to minister more
effectively in diverse settings.
Without guilt trips or browbeating, the book will spur individuals, churches, and parachurch
ministries toward more effectively bearing witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Good
News for people of every racial and cultural background. Its message is positive; its potential
impact, transformative.

From Hermeneutics to Exegesis: The Trajectory of Biblical
Interpretation
Matthew R. Malcolm (2018)
A book that focuses solely on interpretive methods or deals exclusively
with the philosophical underpinnings of interpretation fails to provide a full
picture of how to read and study Scripture. Beginning with hermeneutics,
Matthew Malcolm surveys the history of the discipline, engages with
important theological issues, and arrives at a memorable depiction of
what happens when fruitful interpretation takes place. After covering
these foundational elements, Malcom focuses on exegesis. He helps readers understand the
issues at stake in interpreting biblical passages, and provides a straightforward guide to
writing an exegesis paper.
Academically solid without being overwhelmingly detailed, this is a reliable guide to the
important path from hermeneutics to exegesis.

Multiculturalism and Interculturalism: Debating the Dividing Lines
Nasar Meer, Tariq Modood and Ricard Zapata-Barrero (2016)
How should different states reconcile ethnic, cultural and religious
diversity to forge unity? In recent years, interculturalism has emerged as
a possible alternative to prevailing approaches of multiculturalism. But
how is interculturalism different from multiculturalism, and is one
approach better than the other? This collection brings together leading
proponents of intercultural and multicultural theory and practice from
Europe and North America to address this question.

Reimagining Britain: Foundations for Hope
Justin Welby (2018)
In a time of political turbulence, and as the Welfare State totters under the
strain in a country that has changed dramatically since 1945, Archbishop
Justin Welby sets out to identify the values that will enable us to
reimagine, and to enact, a more hopeful future.
The thesis is that the work of reimagining is as great as it was in 1945,
and will happen either by accident - and thus badly - or deliberately. The

author draws on Britain's history and Christian tradition to identify this country's foundational
values, and the building blocks necessary to implement them in a post-Brexit, multicultural
society.
He explores the areas in which values are translated into action, including the traditional
three of recent history: health (especially public, and mental), housing and education. To
these he adds family; the environment; economics and finance; peacebuilding and overseas
development; immigration; and integration. He looks particularly at the role of faith groups in
enabling, and contributing to, a fairer future.
When so many are immobilized by political turmoil, this book builds on our past to offer hope
for the future, and practical ways of achieving a more equitable society.

The Urban Church Reimagined: Religion, Race, and Authenticity in
the City
Jessica M. Barron and Rhys H. Williams (2017)
The Urban Church Imagined illuminates the dynamics surrounding white
urban evangelical congregations’ approaches to organizational vitality
and diversifying membership. Many evangelical churches are moving to
urban, downtown areas to build their congregations and attract younger,
millennial members. The urban environment fosters two expectations.
First, a deep familiarity and reverence for popular consumer culture, and
second, the presence of racial diversity. Church leaders use these ideas when they imagine
what a “city church” should look like, but they must balance that with what it actually takes to
make this happen. In part, racial diversity is seen as key to urban churches presenting
themselves as “in touch” and “authentic.” Yet, in an effort to seduce religious consumers,
church leaders often and inadvertently end up reproducing racial and economic inequality,
an unexpected contradiction to their goal of inclusivity.
Drawing on several years of research, Jessica M. Barron and Rhys H. Williams explore the
cultural contours of one such church in downtown Chicago. They show that church leaders
and congregants’ understandings of the connections between race, consumer culture, and
the city is a motivating factor for many members who value interracial interactions as a part
of their worship experience. But these explorations often unintentionally exclude members
along racial and classed lines. Indeed, religious organizations’ efforts to engage urban
environments and foster integrated congregations produce complex and dynamic
relationships between their racially diverse memberships and the cultivation of a safe haven
in which white, middle-class leaders can feel as though they are being a positive force in the
fight for religious vitality and racial diversity.

Honesty Over Silence: It’s Ok Not to be Ok
Patrick Regan (2018)
Honesty Over Silence seeks to open up conversations around topics that
many find difficult such as trusting in God through life's ups and downs,
dealing with anxiety and depression, the challenges of parenting a child
with special needs, living in community, learning to look after ourselves,
developing our character, and living with thankful hearts even in tough
seasons. It will examine the strength in letting go of our need to be in

control as well as looking at how we can stop comparing ourselves to others and instead live
authentically and honestly as we grow into the people God has created us to be. Lessons
are often learned through hard times and mistakes made; Honesty Over Silence seeks to
share some of the things I have learnt being a husband, dad and a leader as I try to live out
my faith with integrity.

Faith in the Land of the Matador: Trials and Triumphs of Church
Planting in Spain
E. Caroline Bellew (2018)
This is the action-packed story of someone who exchanged the bombtorn streets of Londonderry in the emerald isle for the sun-blasted streets
of Córdoba in the land of the matador. A no-holds barred account of lives
rescued from violence, substance abuse and family breakup. From
Córdoba to Extremadura where the sunsets burn blood red and the
landscape gasps for water, they defied the odds and became pioneer
church planters in Spain. Their story will build up your faith and inspire you.

Translating the Bible into Action: How the Bible can be Relevant in
All Languages and Cultures
Harriet Hill (2010)
If you, or other members of your church, regularly feel frustrated because
what you read in the Bible is simply irrelevant to your daily life, or you feel
as if there is a barrier keeping you from understanding God's word in a
way that inspires you to live it out, then this practical, interactive textbook
for pastors, church leaders or Bible students may offer help. In this book,
the authors show how Bible translations and Bible formats, for example,
or family and church customs, levels of literacy or the way majority and minority languages
interact in multi-lingual cultures, all affect the way we understand what we read, and in
particular, what we read in the Bible. Next, this book suggests actions to help readers
overcome the obstacles they face in reading the Bible with meaningful understanding. The
book is structured so that individual chapters can be studied separately in workshops. And
those who have studied a chapter can straightaway apply what they have learnt in their
churches: they can immediately use this book to teach others! Questions, discussion topics
and group activities for learners are included, as well as stories that illustrate the main ideas.

The Mission of the Church: Five Views in Conversation
Craig Ott (2016)
What is the mission of the church? Every seminarian and church leader
must wrestle with that question. No matter what designation a church
uses to describe itself, it must also think critically about why it exists and
what it should be doing. In this book, five leading voices representing a
range of Christian traditions engage in an enlightening conversation as
they present and compare their perspectives on the mission of the
church. Each contributor offers his or her view and responds to the other
four views. Contributors include Stephen B. Bevans, Darrell L. Guder, Ruth Padilla DeBorst,
Edward Rommen, and Ed Stetzer. The book's format is ideal for classroom use and will also

benefit pastors and church leaders.

Missionary Families: Race, Gender and Generation on the Spiritual
Frontier
Emily J. Manktelow (2013)
Missionary families presents an innovative argument for the significance
of missionaries' familial relations in the philosophy, conduct and
outcomes of mission work during the nineteenth century. With regional
anchors in London, the Pacific and southern Africa, it uses both the
personal writings of individual missionaries and the institutional records of
the London Missionary Society to argue that the history of Christian
mission can be redrawn. Bringing together cultural, postcolonial and gendered approaches
to history, Manktelow explores missionary marriage, parenting and childhood; issues such
as life-cycle, life-stage and generation; and the interplay between discourses of difference
mediated by both everyday interaction and complex cultural ideologies. Focusing on
gendered identities of both male and female missionaries and how these impacted upon
such things as professionalism on the one hand, and personal interaction on the other,
overall this volume reflects upon the ways in which the institutional hub of the enterprise in
London reacted to and dealt with the formal consequences of private lives. It concludes that
missionary families had a profound impact upon the ideology and practice of Christian
mission - and that mission history can no longer be written without attention to the personal,
the intimate, and the affective aspects of missionary lives. Attractive to academics and
students alike, this book brings a fresh perspective to the history of Christian mission, and
contributes to debates in the history of religion, imperialism and gender.

A Smoldering Wick: Igniting Missions Work with Sustainable
Practices
Gena Thomas (2017)
Are you jaded by charity work yet have a heart for missions? Are you at
all skeptical about the effectiveness of short-term missions? Do you
believe you have a role in the Great Commission? A Smoldering Wick
brings awareness to the pitfalls of charity work and brings to light the
biblical call to a justice mindset, without arguing that short-term missions
are a lost cause. In Isaiah 42, God speaks of how Jesus will neither
break a bruised reed nor snuff out a smoldering wick, but in faithfulness, establish justice on
earth. Being equipped through theology, theory, and practice, the Church can be
encouraged and admonished not to grow faint in the arduous work of justice. By mixing
personal missionary memoirs with poverty alleviation tools, A Smoldering Wick proposes
what is wrong with short-term missions and offers applicable solutions to reverse the unjust
ways that the Western Church sees itself, poverty, and its international brothers and sisters.

Carnival Kingdom: Biblical Justice for Global Communities
Marijke Hoek, Jonathan Ingleby, Andy Kingston-Smith and Carol
Kingston- Smith (2013)
The first Christians lived out a new social order and envisaged the world
anew. Divisions, inequalities and injustices would be overturned as the
world would reflect a new kind of reign. In the Kingdom of God, the
powerful are brought low, while the oppressed are raised up; the hungry
are filled with good things, while the rich are sent empty away; the wolf
lives with the lamb, and the leopard lies down with the goat; the slave
becomes the son, the master is the servant of all and the meek will inherit the earth. This
same upside-down Kingdom is echoed in the Carnival festivals of the Medieval era, which
both parodied the oppressive structures of their day and dramatically portrayed an
alternative reality. In this book, twelve scholars, theologians, and social activists from around
the world take up the Carnival's call for justice and a renewed society, and portray in their
own contexts the Kingdom of God coming in justice and fullness of life - the coming of the
Carnival Kingdom."

Scars Across Humanity: Understanding and Overcoming Violence
Against Women
Elaine Storkey (2015)
Every three seconds, a girl under the age of 18 is married somewhere
across the world usually without her consent and sometimes to a much
older man. Combining rigorous research and compelling personal
testimonies, Elaine Storkey investigates the different forms of violence
experienced by women across the globe today. From female infanticide
and child brides to domestic abuse, prostitution, rape and honour killings,
violence against women occurs at all stages of life, and in all cultures and societies. How
and why has this violence become so prevalent? Storkey examines the answers that are
commonly offered, including theories based on evolutionary psychology and the rise of
patriarchal power structures. She also considers the role that religion can play for good or ill
in the struggle against this universal injustice.

A Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence, and Power
Jimmy Carter (2014)
President Carter was encouraged to write this book by a wide coalition of
leaders of all faiths. His urgent report is current. It covers the plight of
women and girls-strangled at birth, forced to suffer servitude, child
marriage, genital cutting, deprived of equal opportunity in wealthier
nations and "owned" by men in others. And the most vulnerable, along
with their children, are trapped in war and violence.
He addresses the adverse impact of distorted religious texts on women, by Protestants,
Catholics, Jews, and Muslims. Special verses are often omitted or quoted out of context to
exalt the status of men and exclude women. In a remark that is certain to get attention,
Carter points out that women are treated more equally in some countries that are atheistic or
where governments are strictly separated from religion.

Carter describes his personal observations of the conditions and hardships of women
around the world. He describes a trip in Africa with Bill Gates, Sr. and his wife, where they
are appalled by visits to enormous brothels. He tells how he joined Nelson Mandela to plead
for an end to South Africa's practice of outlawing treatments to protect babies from AIDSinfected mothers.
Throughout, Carter reports on observations of women activists and workers of The Carter
Center. This is an informed and passionate charge about human rights abuses against half
the world's population. It comes from one of the world's most renowned human rights
advocates.
Preaching with Cultural Intelligence: Understanding the People who
Hear Our Sermons
Matthew D. Kim (2017)
To preach effectively in today's world, preachers need cultural
intelligence. They must build bridges between listeners who come from
various denominations, ethnicities, genders, locations, religious
backgrounds, and more. Experienced preacher and teacher Matthew Kim
provides a step-by-step template for cross-cultural hermeneutics and
homiletics, equipping preachers to reach their varied listeners in the
church and beyond. Each chapter includes questions for individual thought or group
discussion. The book also includes helpful diagrams and images, a sample sermon, and
appendixes for exegeting listeners and for exploring cultural differences.

Building Bridges to Oral Cultures: Journeys among the Leastreached
K. Carla Bowman and James Bowman (2017)
Millions hear the oral gospel.
Building Bridges to Oral Cultures narrates with chronological and
adventurous detail, an extraordinary journey that began for Jim and Carla
Bowman in the early 80s with a passion to share the Good News with a
handful of the least-reached, indigenous groups in Mexico. Over the
course of thirty years, their travels led to breakthrough discoveries and
innovation in remote communities of traditional oral learners around the world. With time and
God’s guiding hand, a new comprehensive, oral communications model emerged. Effective
bridges to oral cultures were developed and tested. Without eradicating cultures, speakers of
the local languages are embracing the local oral arts to communicate God’s Word and are
reaching the lost for Him across the globe.

Churches on Mission: God’s Grace Abounding to the Nations
Geoffrey Hartt, Christopher R. Little and John Wang (2017)
The twenty-first century is marked by a renewed emphasis on the
missional responsibility of individual Christians and local churches.
Churches on Mission: God’s Grace Abounding to the Nations is an
attempt to explore the relationship between the local church and its
missionary responsibilities. Through history, theology, case studies, and

actual ministry practices, each author in this collection presents an aspect of local church
participation. The book aims to be informational and inspirational on many levels and invites
readers from local churches to become active participants in the mission of God.

Environmental Missions: Planting Churches and Trees
Lowell Bliss (2013)
Environmental Missions defines an emerging category in missions, one
that takes seriously both the mandate to evangelize the world and the
responsibility of caring for God’s good earth.
Lowell Bliss was a traditional church planting missionary in India when his
best Hindu friend there died of malaria. This was just one of the events
that led him to reexamine the politically charged term “environment,”
understanding it now as simply “that which surrounds those we love, those for whom Jesus
died.” In other words, the church is called to reach not only vulnerable people but the space
in which they live and breathe.
Pointing to the narrative of Scripture and the history of missions, Bliss shows us that the
gospel of Jesus Christ is good news for the whole creation, that we must unite two
traditionally separate endeavors to fulfill the entirety of God’s commission, and that the
challenge of the environmental crises of our day is also one of our greatest opportunities to
reach the least reached with the love of Christ.

Heading Home with Jesus: Preparing Chinese Students to Follow
Christ in China
Debbie D. Philip (2018)
Thousands of Chinese students visit our churches and join Christian
activities. Many even say they have become Christians while abroad.
Some go on to make great contributions to Chinese church and society.
Sadly, however, many fall away after they return to China. Debbie Philip
has visited hundreds of returnees. She offers a new perspective for
understanding what happens when Chinese students encounter
Christians abroad and what needs to happen if they are to continue following Christ after
returning home. The life stories, illustrations, and suggestions in this book will help you
understand and support Chinese returnees better as they prepare to go home.

Issues in Contextualization
Charles H. Kraft (2016)
The gospel is to be planted as a seed that will sprout within and be
nourished by the rain and nutrients in the cultural soil of the receiving
peoples. What sprouts from true gospel seed may look quite different
above ground from the way it looked in the sending society, but beneath
the ground, at the worldview level, the roots are to be the same and the
life comes from the same source. What does a vibrant indigenous faith in

Jesus look like? How do we communicate the essential meanings of the gospel in forms
appropriate to a particular people at a particular time?
Issues in Contextualization, Charles Kraft’s latest book, presents his own insights on this
topic from decades of experience teaching and ministering around the world. Significantly,
Kraft’s analysis includes an exploration of spiritual power, an aspect frequently neglected in
such discussions. This volume is an update of Kraft’s classic work Appropriate Christianity. It
contains fresh presentations of previous articles and new insights into topics such as
insiders (followers of Jesus outside the religious culture of Christianity) and power
encounter.

Leading with Story: Cultivating Christ-centered Leaders in a
Storycentric Generation
Rick Sessoms (2016)
Eighty percent of the world’s people—including seventy percent of
Americans—are storycentric communicators; that is, they prefer to learn
and are most likely to be influenced through stories, pictures, drama, and
music rather than through reading and writing. Yet more than ninety
percent of Christian workers communicate through a highly literacy-based
approach. This disconnect overlooks a primary method of Jesus himself
in the preparation of leaders and impedes the effective cultivation of leaders in the growing
global church. Through engaging stories, biblical insights, leadership research, field-tested
methods, and practical models of effective leadership development, Leading with Story
offers unique solutions that will inspire and challenge any who want to raise up or to be
raised up as Christ-centered leaders in this storycentric generation.

Missiological Research: Interdisciplinary Foundations, Methods,
and Integration
Paul W. Lewis, Marvin Gilbert and Alan R. Johnson (2017)
This comprehensive volume is one you will pull off your shelf again and
again as you delve into missiological study. The editors could not have
made a more thorough or straight-forward volume that will serve
researchers across disciplines. Each chapter succinctly defines the
method, summarizes its process, suggests resources for more advanced
interaction, and provides an exemplar journal article with abstract.
Features to look forward to include:
•
•
•
•
•

13 significant issues in missiological research
8 theological frameworks defined
10 qualitative methods defined with examples
12 quantitative methods defined with examples
25 appendices of invaluable tools from quotable-citable information to open access
journals, interview techniques and so much more.

Enjoy the benefits of 14 veteran practitioner-scholars who provide clear and concise
guidance to empirical research methodology, biblical-theological inquiry, and the integration
of the two interdisciplinary approaches.

Pipeline: Engaging the Church in Missionary Mobilization
David Wilson and Lorene Wilson (2018)
What would it look like if your church really took the last words of Jesus
seriously? The Great Commission was not just a suggestion by our Lord,
but an imperative mandate given to his followers. Missionary sending
agencies are deploying workers to the field, but many of them come from
disengaged churches that are not producing well-equipped disciples. We
need a fully integrated global supply chain—a pipeline—that has disciples
as the precious commodity, as well as an effective infrastructure to
distribute and replicate them around the globe. Pipeline seeks to re-engage the church in
mobilizing the next generation of workers for the harvest. This is a collaboration of forty
different authors from churches, agencies, and cross-cultural servants. As people in distant
places wait for a messenger of hope and salvation, will your church venture into the
pipeline?
Spirituality in Mission: Embracing the Lifelong Journey
John Amalraj and Geoffrey W. Hahn (2018)
Authors from eighteen countries give us their perspectives on biblical
principles and cultural expressions of spirituality particularly as the
church engages in God’s mission. The anthology of texts enriches our
understanding of the depth and the meaning of being spiritual and the
diversity of forms to live out the Christian faith. The issue today is how
spirituality should direct and guide a daily life as followers of Jesus in the
engagement in the mission of God. No doubt that it has to do with our
inner life and our relationship to God, but it is in showing our love and concern to others that
we prove our love to God, according to the Apostle John (1 John 4). Mission without
spirituality will only be a human effort to convince people of religious theories. Spirituality
without a missionary involvement of the church will not express God’s desire that the
transforming gospel reaches every person. This book will help you rethink your
understanding of what is spiritual, revisit your own spiritual journey, and appreciate the
different forms of spirituality as they are described and performed around the globe.

Teaching English for Reconciliation: Pursuing Peace through
Transformed Relationships in Language Learning and Teaching
Jan Edwards Dormer and Cheryl Woelk (2018)
How can an English class become a transformative space for both
teachers and learners? When the teacher intentionally uses strategies
and builds skills for peacebuilding and reconciliation, the classroom can
be a place where relationships and communication transform people.
This text encourages those engaged in the teaching of English as a
second or foreign language to first consider why we might strive to teach
English for reconciliation, and then addresses the contexts, individuals, and resources which
are involved.

Wealth, Women, & God: How to Flourish Spiritually and
Economically in Tough Places
Miriam Adeney and Sadiri Joy Tira (2016)
The Arabian Gulf—the wealthiest country in the world is located here, as
is the world’s busiest airport. Not many citizens are Christians. Not much
religious conversion is allowed. Yet through migrant women, some of the
most powerless people in the great sweep of human labor exchanges
today, God’s grace is at work.
In this book you will find
• primary research not available anywhere else, narrated in a highly readable style
• globalization, diasporas, and massive culture change
• Jesus women—maids, nurses, pastors—experiencing rape, jail, and the opportunity to
mentor hundreds
• a guide for group Bible study and reflection at the end of each chapter
These Gulf women’s stories, like those in the Bible, teach lessons that apply to us in many
countries.

